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together, and no one can advance or recede without helping
or hindering the progress of others, thus disclosing a true
unity in humanity amidst all its apparent diversity.

Q. But do we find this principle of brotherhood worked
out in the ancient or the modern world ?

Ans. The ancient ideal of Kingship was drawn from
the perfect example of the Great White Brotherhood of
liberated Spirits, the Masters, and from that recognition of
the Elders during the childhood of the root-races of the
world we come to the historical facts of Divine Dynasties
and Divine Kings in Egypt, India and China, where the
life of a king who knew that tc the tears of the weak under-
mine the throne of kings ", was not the life of pleasure and
enjoyment, bat of service and sacrifice. Still by many
of the great Empires of the later past, built on a founda-
tion of selfishness, on a foundation of the misery of the
masses of the people, Brotherhood was denied. And now
these ancient Empires, Babylonia, Assyria, Egypt, Greece,
Rome, have all passed away; only one contemporary
nation, India, remains, because in her literature she
taught the law of Brotherhood. But India ceased
to live out that law in practice, and that marked the
beginning of her decline in later times.

Q. But did not ancient India by her system of castes
preach and practise, inequality rather than Brotherhood ?

Ans. It has already been explained that Brotherhood
does not imply equality. The old theory of castes was
based on the law of Brotherhood, which recognised
inequality in the age of the soul and the consequent
inequality of development. It is on this truth that differ-
ences among the various castes and classes of society rest,
brothers of different ages in the human family having
different duties, occupations and responsibilities.